PREPARATION OF HOMESTUDIES IN INCOMING CASES
Policy:
One World Adoption Services will follow the state, immigration, and Hague Convention laws and requirements to complete an international adoption home study for families adopting a child who is immigrating to the United States from a foreign country. These include the requirements set forth in the federal statute, 8 CFR 204.3(e), as well as the statutes of the state of Georgia which determine the pertinent information necessary to complete the assessment of the prospective adoptive family, and the determination of the outcome of the application to adopt.

Purpose:  
One World Adoption Services ensures that a home study on a prospective adoptive parent or parents adopting from a Convention country will include the appropriate information for compliance as required by the Convention regulations, federal regulations, and the requirements put forth by the State of   per the above referenced statutes.

Scope:
The procedures outlined below will apply to every client/family who has engaged One World Adoption Services for home study and/or child-placement services when working with a Convention country.  

Procedure:


9.0
GENERAL GUIDELINES

9.1  
One World Adoption Services has established a home study format to reflect the collection of data supporting the requirements noted in federal statute 8 CFR 204.3 and the statutes of the state of Georgia.
9.2
One World Adoption Services provides prospective adoptive parents with a written notice from the Executive Director stating the home study information will be collected in accordance with the laws and regulations in accordance with the Convention §96.47, federal law 8 CFR 204.3(e), the statutes of the state of Georgia, and any applicable requirements set forth by the adoptive child’s country of origin

9.3
This data will be collected by a One World Adoption Services social work employee or contracted adoption worker, engaging the prospective adoptive family in at least three face to face interviews, jointly and individually. These meetings will include an inspection of the prospective adoptive home for the child.

9.4
The information collected during these interviews will determine the family’s suitability and eligibility to adopt by collecting data on the identities, background, family and medical history, social environment and their reasons for adopting.

9.5
One World Adoption Services will obtain information on the prospective parents’ pre-adoptive training, education, and experiences according to Convention and One World Adoption Services’ requirements

9.6
One World Adoption Services will provide the proper Convention, Federal, State, and Immigration authorities with a complete, true, and accurate copy of the home study according to the regulations put forth in 8 CFR 204.3(b) and the statutes of the state of Georgia .

9.7
One World Adoption Services will include a statement in each home study reflecting the that “the report is a true and accurate copy of the home study” prepared in accordance with all Convention, Federal, and State regulations.

9.8
The Executive Director of One World Adoption Services will review and approve, in writing, all home studies conducted by agency social work staff or contract workers.

